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SUPPLEMENT 

TO  THE 

Tbilofofbical  Tranfa&iom  of  July,  i6yo)&>c. 


H  E  Reader  is  requefted  to  be  at  the  Fains 
and  Patience  to  confider  and  (can  well 
fome  matters  of  Fad,  concerning  which 
an  Appeal  is  here  made  to  him  3  wherein 
the  Author  is  not  fo  much  concerned  to 
be  righted  to  his  Title  againft  an  Invader* 
as  to  exprefs  his  juft  Refentment  of  the 
fubtle  pra&ices,  which  have  been  contri¬ 
ved  to  abule  and  miflead  the  Reader  with  falfe  (hews,  fome- 
what  refembling  Truth.  Which,  but  nakedly  expofedto 
light,  if  it  feem  fevere>  it  muft  be  imputed  to  the  matter  it 
felf. 


IN  the  Year  167;,  Dr.  William  Holder  at  Bletchington, 
near  Oxford ,  taught  Alexander  Popham  Efq^  being  born 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  to  fpeak.  Of  which  a  larger  account  is 
given  in  the  following  Paper. 

Dr.j John  Wallis  lived  then  in  Oxford ,  law  and  perfe&Iy 
knew  this  3  was  Converlant  with  Dr.  Holder  3  was  one  of 
thofe  many  who  reforted  to  Bktchington ,  to  fee  and  hear 
Mr.  Popham . 

Yet  the  fame  Dr.  Wallis ,  about  two  years  after,  having 
undertook  Mr.  Whalely ,  who  was  then  without  Speech,  is 
feen  pretending  to  enter  into  a  long  Philofophical  Conside¬ 
ration.,  whether  it  may  not  be  pofjible  in  Nature ,  and  Morally 
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poffible ,  that  is,  poffible  to  fucceed  in  pra&ice9  to  teach  Mr* 
Whalely  to  (peak  and  underftand  a  language  3  fo  to  encou - 
rage  himfelf  to  undertake  that  difficult  tas^  pretending  al- 
fo  to  be  induced  to  it  upon  thofe  Confederations,  which  was 
a  moft  pleaiant  piece  of  Pageantry. 

For  he  then  certainly  knew,  that  it  was  poffible  to  teach 
a  Deaf  and  Dumb  perfon  to  fpeak  3  becaufehe  had  feen  it 
effe&ed  two  years  before  upon  Mr.  Topham .  And  for  Mr. 
Whalely ,  he  was  not  born  Dumb,  but  had  ufe  of  his  Tongue  till 
five  years  of  Age  (  as  Dr.  Wallis  himfelf  relates)  3  And 
then,  by  reafenof  his  loft  of  Hearing,  without  any  Detri¬ 
ment  to  the  Organs  of  Speech,  fell  by  degrees  into  a  De- 
fuetudeoR  (peaking.  And  a  le(s  knowing  perfbn  than  Dr. 
Wallis ,  could  eafily  have  pronounced  ("without  filling  a 
(beet  of  Papfer  with  Confiderations)  that  it  was  poffible  for 
Mr.  Whalely  tb  be  made  to  fpeak,  he  having  already  given 
proof  of  it. 

But  there  was  more  ufe  of  thofe  Confiderations,  than  to 
encourage  himfelf  (as  he  pretends)  to  undertake  (o  difficult 
a  task.  He  had  a  long  aking  -tooth,  to  joyn  to  his  other 
Trophies,  that  which  he  few  performed  by  Dr.  Holder^  and 
filently  paflfed  over,  viz.  The  finding  a  fucceftful  way  of 
teaching  Dumb  and  Deaf  perfcns  to  fpeak.  And  feeing  it 
was  too  late  to  be  Author  of  that  which  was  found  out  al¬ 
ready  3  and  yet  he  was  refblved  to  affume  to  himfelf  this 
experiment  3  he  had  recourfe  to  fubtle  contrivances.He  meets 
with  a  young  Gentleman  two  years  after,  who  ("as  hath  been 
(aid)  having  been  able  to  fpeak  till  five  years  of  Age,  fell 
by  Deafneft  into  a  difufe  of  (peaking,  it  was  no  fuch  diffi¬ 
cult  task  (as  he  pretends),  to  inftruft  him  to  recover  feme- 
what  of  the  ufeof  his  Tongue. 

But  having  done  this  in  a  happy  hour,  all  poffible  noife 
is  prefently  made  of  it.  It  is  (hewed  at  Court,  and  Grefoam* 
College,  and  entred  into  the  Journal  of  the  Royal  Society. 
If  Dr •Waflis  had  performed  this  experiment  upon  Mr.  Pop- 
ham ,  ("who  was  born  Deafand  Dumb)  the  Court  and  Royal 
Society  could  not  have  efeaped  the  noife  of  it,  as  being 
more  worthy  of  their  notice,  and  his  Vaunt. 

However,  the  fame  of  it  brings  to  him  Mr.  Popham,  who 
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being  before  returned  home  to  his  Friends,  began  to  lofe 
what  he  had  been  taught  by  Dr  .Holder.  From  thence¬ 
forth  Dr.  Wallis  praftifod  to  aflame  Mr.  Fophams  (peaking 
wholly  to  himfolf  5  not  that  he  dared  to  challenge  it,  but 
he  contrived  always  to  have  it  believed  3  which  he  did  with 
fo  much  induftry  and  eff’eft,  that  there  are  at  this  day  very 
few  in  Oxford ,  who  know  or  think  otherwife ,  but  that  it 
was  the  effeB  of  the  Doctors  skill ,  as  he  has  caufed  it  to 
be  published  in  the  Tranfaftions. 

By  thefo  Confiderations  therefore,  his  defign  was  to  make 
the  world  believe  that  he  was  the  firft  who  thought  of  it, 
which  he  could  not  then  do  whilft  things  were  frefli  in 
memory  and  knowledg  about  Oxford .  Thefe  Confidera- 
tions  did  not  foe  the  light  till  about  eight  years  after,  and 
weretoufher  in  a  Poftfoript  or  Comment  upon  his  Let¬ 
ter,  which  was  to  pals,  as  if  written  by  the  Publifher  of 
the  Tranfa&ions,  but  was  wholly  penned  by  himfolf,  as 
Mr.  Gldenburgh  avowed  to  Dr  .Holder^  and  after  to  the 
Right  Honourable  President,  and  to  others  of  the  Society* 
Which  is  not  the  firft  nor. the  laft  ejfett  of  the  faid 
Dottors  skill ,  in  thus  penning  and  fpreadinghis  own  fame. 
The  Reader  may  find  and  foe  in  foveral  Authors  Works, 
who  would  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  fo  impofod  upon,  the 
Fame  and  Praife  of  Dr.  Wallis  in  large  Characters  ingra- 
ven  by  himfolf  For  that  purpofo  the  Tranfa chons  wero 
his  common  Market.,  and  a  new  Book  upon  the  Anvii,  if 
he  could  find  way  and  leave  to  croud  himfolf  in,  was  a* 
Fair  for  this  Merchant  of  Glory.  And  when  he  got  a  hint 
(for  which  he  always  lay  in  wait)  of  any  confiderable 
new  Invention  or  Improvement,  prefently  comes  out  an, 
Epiftle  or  (mail  Tra&ate  of  Dr.  John  Wallis  upon  that  fob- 
jeft,  to  entitle  it  to  himfolf 

As  to  this  particular,  the  Reader  will  find  a  fummary 
account  of  it  in  this  enfuing  Paper,  which  is  for  down  a$ 
it  was  intended  to  be  inferted  in  the  Tranfaftions,  And 
though  this  prefont  Vindication  appears  fo  late,  the  com¬ 
plaint  and  add  reft  to  the  Royal  Society  were  more  early,, 
but  met  with  delays,  which  were  al to  favoured  by  the-. 


Remifnefs  of  Dr.  Holder  in  purfuing  (b  unpieafant  an 
affair.  And  poffibiy  it  had  never  feen  the  light,  had  not 
Dr.  Wallis  very  lately  given  a  frefti  occallon,  in  a  Book 
lately  publifhed  at  Oxford  by  Dr.  Plot . 


preface  by  the  Publifher  of  the  TranfaUions,  Mr .  Olden- 
burgh. 


IN  the  TranfaUions  of  July  1670.  N°.  6  r.  p.  1087.  an 
account  is  given  of  a  Dumb  and  Deaf  per  fan  taught  by 
Dr.  Wallis  to  fpeak^  and  underjl  and  a  language .  And 
<the  doing  of  the  like  to  another  perfon ,  a  young  Gentle - 
man  of  a  very  good  Family ,  and  fair  Effete,  ( meaning 
Mr .  Pop  ham  )  who  did  from  his  Birth  want  his  Eear~ 
ing ,  is  attributed  to  the  effeCf  of  Dr .  Wallis  s  skill ,  as 
it  was  then  communicated  to  the  puhlijher ,  without  any 
mention  of  Dr.  Holder  5  at  which  fome  jnji  exceptions 
being  taken ,  the  publisher  to  avoid  partiality  on  his 
part ,  (though  but  in  appearance  )  hath  thought  fit  to 
publifh  this  enfuing  Narrative ,  of  what  hath  been  done 
in  this  kind  by  Dr.  Holder,  as  it  is  handed  to  him  by 
the  Author  himfelf 


SOme  years  immediately  before  His  Majefties  happy  Re- 
ftauration,  divers  ingenious  perfons  in  Oxford  uied  to 
meet  at  the  Lodgings  of  that  excellent  Perlbn,  and  zealous 
promoter  of  Learning,  the  late  Bifhop  of  Chejler ,  Dr.  Wilkins , 
then  Warden  of  Wadham  College,  where  they  diligently 
conferred  about  Reftarches  and  Experiments  in  Nature, 
and  indeed  laid  the  firft  Ground  and  Foundation  of  the 
Royal  Society.  In  that  time,  viz.  in  the  Year  1659, 
Alexander  Popham  Efq$  being  deprived  of  Hearing  from  his 
Birth,  and  con(ec;uently  of  Speaking,  about  the  Tenth  year 
of  his  Age,  by  the  Inftance  of  Dr.  Ward,  now  Lord  Bvihop 
of  $  arum,  and  the  (aid  Bifhop  Wilkins ,  and  Dr.  Bathurjh , 
the  Prefent  Dean  of  Wells,  was  recommended  to  the  care 
of  Dr.  William  Holder,  then  Reftor  ot  Bletchington  near 
-Oxford,  and  brought  thither  to  him.  Who  defirous  to 
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ferve  the  Ends,  and  contribute  foniething  to  the  defign  of 
that  Worthy  Company  before -mentioned,  viz.  Improve¬ 
ment  of  natural  knowledg  and  publick  benefit :  and  not 
doubting  but  that  a  Dumb  perfon,  Dumb  only  in  conle- 
quenceof  being  Deaf,  might  be  capable  of  being  inftru&ed 
to  apply  the  motions  of  his  Tongue  and  other  Inftruments 
of  Speech,  lb  as  to  acquire  a  ready  and  diftinft  pronun¬ 
ciation  3  and  knowing  it  (as  another  might  have  donejto 
be  both  poffible  and  feafible,  from  an  Example  of  that  kind, 
feen  and  heard  by  His  late  Majefty  in  Spain  3  did  by  means 
of  fuch  Confiderations  and  Methods  as  are  fince  by  him 
made  publick,  in  a  fhort  time,  teach  the  faid  Mr .Vopham 
to  pronounce  plainly  and  diftinftly,  and  with  a  good  and 
graceful  tone,  whatfoever  words  were  (hewn  him  in  Print 
or  Writing,  or  reprelented  to  him  by  other  feveral  ways  $ 
or  as  he  had  occafion  to  ask  for,  or  repeat  fuch  things  as 
he  had  learn’d  or  underftood. 

I  This  was  publickly  taken  notice  of,  and  known,  not 
only  to  thofe  eminent  perfons  above-named  3  but  generally 
in  Oxford ,  from  whence  very  many  Students  referred  to 
Bhtchington  on  purpole  to  fatisfie  their  curiofity,  and 
have  a  particular  knowledg  of  that  which  they  had  recei¬ 
ved  by  report.  Amongft  thele,  Dr.  Wallis  was  one,  with 
whom  alfo  Dr.  Holder  had  difcourie  on  that  occafion  di¬ 
vers  times  when  they  happened  to  meet  in  Oxford. 

In  March  1 6}* ,  Mr.  Vopham  (together  with  Dr  .Holder') 
was  lent  for  to  his  Relations,  then  at  Wejlminjier.  On 
which  occafion,  many  perfons  of  all  degrees*  both  there 
and  in  London ,  fatisfied  themfelves  in  hearing  Mr.  Vopham 
fpeak,  and  particularly  Sir  Charles  Scarborough ,  M.  D.  Who  ■* 
alfo  in  his  publick  Leftures  of  Anatomy  at  that  time,  thought 
fit  to  make  an  exprefs  Relation  of  it,  naming  alfo  the  per* 
fons  concerned  in  this  experiment. 

In  the  Summer  following  (Dr.  Bolder  being  upon  re¬ 
moval  to  Ely  )  Mr.  Vopham  returned  home  to  his  Friends*,  > 
and  began  to  lole  what  he  had  learn’d  3  and  about  two  * 
years  after,  upon  the  Fame  that  Dr.  Wallis  had  railed  con¬ 
cerning  Mr*  Whalely%  was  placed  for  fome  time  with  Dr, 


Wallis ,  who  in  1662,  (two  years  after  Mr.  Topham  had 
been  by  Dr.  Holder  firft  taught  to  fpeak)  had  made  tryal 
upon  Mr.  Whalely,  who  could  once  (peak  well,  till  he  be¬ 
came  Deaf  about  five  years  of  Age,  ( as  Dr.  Wallis  re¬ 
lates  )  and  then  by  degrees  through  occafion  of  his  Deaf- 
oefc,  wholly  difufed  himfelf  to  fpeak. 

Having  feme  fucceft  in  making  Mr.  Whalely  pronounce 
words,  though  with  a  harfli  ill  tone  3  the  Doftor  fdefirous 
it  feems  to  entitle  himfelf  to  this  experiment )  brought 
him  to  London  in  May  1662  ,  and  thewed  this  as  a  new 
wonder  to  the  Court,  and  to  the  Royal  Society,  where  he 
reaped  great  praife,  and  had  it  regiftred  to  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  his  Atchievement. 

Dr.  Holder  fawthis,  and  could  not  but  wonder,  and  al- 
moft  pity  to  fee  a  perfon  of  fo  good  Learning,  endowed 
with  fo  many  excellent  things  to  make  him  very  confidera- 
bly  reputed  in  the  world,  yet  by  too  much  greed i- 
nels  of  Fame,  (uffer  himfelf  to  be  tempted  to  the  vanity 
of  ufing  fuch  ways  of  begging  and  borrowing  Reputation. 

Had  Dr.  Holder  been  fo  ambitious  ,  or  would  he  have 
been  moved  on  this  juft  occafion  to  appear  concerned  to 
affert  his  own  right  5  he  could  truely  have  let  the  world 
then  know,  That  he  is  the  firft  that  is  remembred  ever  to 
have  fucceeded  in  this  attempt  in  England ,  or  perhaps  in 
the  world  ,  the  perfon  he  undertook,  being  Deaf  from 
his  Birth  5  whereas  that  fo  noifed,  but  later  attempt  of 
Dr  .Wallis  upon  Mr.  Whalely  ^  was  only  to  regain,  in  part, 
a  decayed  habit,  upon  one  who  could  have  (poke  till  five 
years  old.  And  the  Conftable  of  Cajliles  Son  (  as  is  rela¬ 
ted  by  the  Conftables  Secretary,  Pablo  Bonet)  heard  till  two 
years  of  Age ,  and  it  is  likely  in  that  time,  (  confidering 
the  Climate  )  was  forward  in  fpeaking.  And  Mr.  Pophatn, 
when  he  was  brought  to  Dr.  Wallis ,  was  one  alfo  who 
could  havefpoke  well  above  two  years  before,  having  been 
taught  by  Dr.  Holder . 

The  truth  is,  Dr.  Holder  then  found  this  Eflay  fo  feafi- 
ble,  and  ftill  thinks  it  fo  eafily  prafticable,  after  that  me¬ 
thod  he  ufed,  and  hath  deferibed  in  his  Appendix  to  the 
Elements  of  Speech,  that  he  thought  it  no  fuch  great 
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□latter  of  boaft  j  and  wonders  that  It  hath  not  been,  and 
is  not  oftner  attempted,  being  certain  not  to  fail  upon  any 
Dumb  perfon  that  is  docible  fas  mod  of  them  are)  rightly 
managed.  And  he  could  wifh  that  more  attempts  might 
be  made  by  fuch  ingenious  perfons  as  have  leifure  and 
opportunity,  whom  he  allures  of  all  readinefs  in  himfelf 
to  encourage  and  affift  them.  And  as  for  the  induftry 
that  Dr.  Wallis  ufed.  to  celebrate  the  effe&s  fas  he  foeaks  1 
of  his  skill,  and  aflame  all  to  himfelf;  Dr. Wr  as  un¬ 
concerned,  fuffered  it  to  pafs,  and  permitted  him  quietly 
to  enjoy  it,  fatisfyipg  himfelf  with  what  he  had  done,  more 
in  order  to  pubhek  benefit,  than  for  Oftentation.  And 
mould  hare  ftill  paffed  it  over,  had  not  Dr.  Wallis  in  purfii* 
ance  of  his  defign,  given  further  occafion. 

For  it  happened  that  about  fix  or  leven  years  after,  on 
occafion  of  the  lols  of  lome  Papers  on  that  fubjeft,  former¬ 
ly  communicated  by  Dr.  Holder ,  to  the  late  Bilhop  of  rfeSer, 
c  mentioned  in  his  Book  of  the  Vniverjal  Char  after,?  A 
which  were  loft  m  the  Bilhops  ftudy,  together  with  all 
his  own,  in  the  dreadful  F ire  of  London  5  Dr.  Holder  was 
importuned  by  the  faid  Bilhop,  and  divers  other  Members 
of  the  Society,  to  renew  thofe  Papers,  and  to  deferibe  and 
dilcover  the  Method  he  had  ufed  in  bringing  Mr.  Popham 
*?  ,Peak‘ ,  „He.  thereupon  in  the  year  1669,  prefented  to 
tile  Royal  Society,  an  account  thereof  in  a  Treatife  of  the 
Elements  of  speech ,  with  an  Appendix  concerning  perfons 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  which  they  thought  fit  to  order  to  be 
Printed.  Wherein  he  having  made  fome  flight  mention 
o  his  uicccli  upon  a  Deaf  and  Dumb  perfon ,  intending 
Mr.  Popham  k  Dr.  Wallis,  who  thought  he  had  put  himfelf 
in  foie  polMion  of  the  repute  of  this  experiment,  it  Ihould 
teem,  was  ftartled,  and  about  a  year  after  contrived  to  be 
pubhlhed  in  the  Tranfaftions  of  18.  1670,  a  Letter 
of  his  to  Mr.  Boyle  of  Date  March  14.  i66\.  In  which 
he  pretends  (for  he  could  not  do  it  in  earneft,  the  fub- 
jett  m  reference  to  him  not  being  capable)  to  confider 
and  debate  about  the  Natural  and  Moral  poifibility  and 
feafiblenefe  of  making  a  Dumb  perfon  fpeak,  fo  to  encou- 
rage  himfelf  to  undertake  it.  And  all  this,  after  he  had 
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feen  it  performed  two  years  before,  and  therefore  to  his 
certain  knowledg,  it  was  both  naturally  poffible,  and  mo¬ 
rally  feafible.  And  it  was  a  mockery  in  him  to  pretend 
to  deliberate  about  it,  and  that  Honourable  Gentleman  was 
little  obliged  to  him  for  being  io  treated. 

But  the  Do&or  had  a  further  defign  in  publifhingit.  For 
to  this  Letter  he  added  by  way  of  Comment,  in  the  Pub- 
lifhers  name,  but  of  his  own  penning,  a  more  particular 

}  account  and  boaft  about  Mr.  Whalely,  and  in  three  or  four 
ftibtle  lines  (which  was  his  chief  defign, )  hedged  in  what 
concerned  Mr.  Popham,  defcribing,  but  (wifelyj  not  naming 
him.  And  concluded  with  magnifying  a  finall  Treatile  of 
his  De  Loqueld ,  on  confidence  of  which  he  durjl  undertake 
that  difficult  task •  And  if  Dr.  Holder,  or  any  other  fince 
that,  have  writ  upon  the  like  (ubjett,  they  are  like  to  gain 
nothing  upon  him,  for  he  refolves,  Whether  any  fince  him 
have  with  more  judgment  and  accuratenefs  performed  the 
fame,  he  will  not  take  upon  him  at  all  to  determine.  For 
all  which  the  Reader  is  referred  to  the  faid  Tranfa&iqns  of 
July,  1670. 

As  to  the  laft  Challenge :  Whether  any  fince  him ,  & c. 
Dr.  Holder  fobmits  it  (lb  rar  as  concerns  him )  to  the  in¬ 
telligent  impartial  Reader.  But  as  to  the  confidering  Let¬ 
ter,  and  unfeafonable  boaft  of  his  faccefs  with  Mt.Jfhalelyy 
and  principally  his  affuming  Mr.  Popham  s  (peaking  folely  ta 
him(elf$  to  which  the  other  were  only  fobiervient,  and 
were  to  make  a  noife  while  this  dipt  in  5  Dr.  Holder  de¬ 
clared  then  his  diftatisfaftion  both  to  the  Publifher,  and  to 
Dr.  Wallis  himfelf,  as  being  (all  circutnftances  confideredj 
injurioully  and  difingenuoufly  dealt  withal.  And  now  af¬ 
ter  foveral  years  expe&ation  of  fome  ingenuous  (atisfaftion 
from  Dr.  Wallis ,  for  that  his  want  of  Candour,  in  publifh- 
ing  at  that  time,  and  with  that  manner  of  contrivance, 
the  fore-mentioned  account  in  his  Letter  to  Mr.  Boyle ,  with 
the  Comment  upon  itj  at  laft  he  addreffeth  himfelfto  the  Pub- 
lifher,  thinking  it  juft  and  reqnifite,  that  this  Memorial  be 
alfo  inferted  in  the  T raniaftions,  both  to  di(abu(e  the  Reader, 
and  to  do  fome  right  unto  himfelf. 

-  . :  This 
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Tills  foregoing  Paper,  or  near  the  fame,  ( the  Title  or 
Preface  of  which  was  of  Mr .Oldenburghs  own  pen¬ 
ning)  was  put  into  Mr.  Oldenburghfhmd^  and  he  thought 
it  reafanable  and  juft  to  publifh  it  in  the  Tranfaftions,  both 
to  give  Dr.  Holder  lome  latisfaftion,  and  to  vindicate  him- 
felf  from  feeming  partial,  having  been  thought  to  be  lb  5  but 
in  good  meafure  excufed  himlelf  in  this  particular,  by  being 
lb  impaled  upon  by  Ux.  Wallis.  But  he  met  with  difficulty 
in  the  Licenfing  of  it.  They  thinking  it  juft  and  neceffary 
that  Dr.  Holder  fhould  be  righted,  but  willing  to  have  fome 
paffages  ibftneds  before  which  was  done,  Mr .Oldenburgh 
deceafed ,  and  fo  Dr.  Holder  remains  without  any  poflibilky 
of  being  repaired  by  the  fame  hand  which  unwittingly  in** 
jured  him. 

Now  whilft  this  affair  lay  before  the  Royal  Society,  and 
Dr.  Wallis  knew  fo  much  3  he  could  not  forbear  to  aft  the 
fame  part  over  again.  For  the  Ingenious  and  Learned  Dr® 
Robert  Flot ,  I.  £.  D.  defigning  a  natural  Hiftory  of  Oxford* 

J lire ,  Dr.  Wallis  thruft  himlelf  in,  and  contrived  to  be 
abundantly  praifed  in  that  work,  making  a  great  part  of  it 
a  Hiftory  of  Dr.  VVallis.  He  impofes  upon  that  worthy*, 
honeft,  well- meaning  perfon,  who  lulpefted  no  finifter  de- 
lign,  to  magnifie  again  that  final!  Treadle  De  Loquela ,  to 
renew  the  challenge,  and  feem  to  prefer  it  before  what  Biftiop 
Wilkins ,  or  Dr.  Holder  have  fince  writ,  even  %  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  what  Dr.  Wallis  did  before.  When-as,  the  truth  is. 
Dr,  ?lot  had  never  feen  either  Dr.  VVallis ,  or  Dr.  Holder  s 
Treadles,  and  could  not  pretend  to  pals  any  judgment  up¬ 
on  them,  but  innocently  fuffered  Dr.  Wallis  to  pals  it  into 
his  Book.  And  if  we  may  guels  at  the  reft  by  thole  three 
Paragraphs,  p .  281,282.  n.  179, 180,  181.  which  were  cer¬ 
tainly  (or  the  greateft  and  material  part  of  TtfeemJ  of  Dr. 
Wallis's  own  penning,  and  all  of  his  fupervifing,  k  may  be 
juftly  thought  all  the  reft  were  lb  too.  And  jfere  Dr,  Wallis 
is  fecure  to  gain  this  point,  that  in  a  Booff^which  will  come 
into  the  hands  of  all  curious  perfcns,  ¥Jx.VVallis*s  fame  is 
fpread  forth  to  all  3  and  but  few  will  ever  happen  to  know, 
that  he  impoled  upon  the  good  Doftor,  and  penned  it  him- 

fclf,  as  he  had  done  before  to  the  Publifher  of  the  Tranfafti- 

n  *  -  _ 
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ms  §  but  it  was  the  greater  abufe  to  Dr.  Plott  to  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  thofe  Tranfaaions  which  Dr.  Wallis  knew  to  lye 
at  that  time  under  corre&ion  before  the  Royal  Society. 

THere  is  no  man  will  blame  any  ingenious  perfon  for 
making  himfelf  fairly  known  to  the  world,  by  publilhing 
the  products  of  his  Parts  and  Learning.  And  for  thofe  ma¬ 
ny  things  which  Dr.  Wallis  has  performed,  and  gained  re¬ 
putation  5  Dr.  Holder  wilheth  him  much  joy,  and  is  as  ready 
as  any  to  give  him  his  due  praife.  He  thinks  Dr.  Wallis 
had  enough  to  commend  him  to  the  world,  and  might  have 
kept  within  the  bounds  of  Fairnefs  and  Candor,  and  not 
have  wanted  due  eftimation. 

And  in  this  particular  he  efteems  it  very  coniiderabk 
what  Dr.  Wallis  performed  upon  thole  two  Deaf  Gentle¬ 
men,  and  worthy  to  be  known  and  valuedj  and  has  not 
been  wanting  to  do  him  that  right  on  all  occalions,  and: 
would  fay  more  of  it,  if  he  fhould  not  feern  to  commend 
himfelf.  But  he  thinks  withal,  that  the  Dodors  manner  of 
pnbli thing  it  lb  often,  and  lb  many  ways,  and  with  (b  much: 
boaft  and  contrivance,  was  not  fair  in  many  refpefb  ^  and: 
that  he  had  manifeftly  a  defign  by  all  poffiWe  noile  and  pre- 
poffeffion,  to  drown  and  foppreli  the  Claim  of  any  who 
fhould  with  more  modefty  own  a  primier  Title  to  this  ex¬ 
periment.  Nor  could  the  Do&or  conceal  his  particular  emu-: 
fation,  when  he  compared  to  have  his  Treat ile  DeLoqmla 
or,  Of  the  formation  of  Sounds  to  be  commended.  Where 
though  the  Do&or  could  not  abftain  from  that  fubjeft,  noi 
could  find  in  his  heart  to  determine  again!!  himlelf*  yet 
“tis  odds,  but  the  impartial  Reader  will  foon  determine 
Whether  the  fame  hath  not  fuse  been  performed  with  m-orc 
accuracy  and  judgment* 

He  thinks  further,  that  Dr.  Wallis  merited,  and  had ;! 
fair  repute,  and  needed  not  to  be  lb  hafty  and  greedy,  a! 
to  ufe  luch  indirect  and  finifter  ways  of  anticipating  and  en :  i 
larging  his  own  fame  5  but  might  have  been  luffieed  with  j 
out  rifling  his  Neighbours,  and  adorning  himfelf  with  thei : 
jpoyls- 

But  it  feems  he  could  not  help  what  was  either  in  his  na  i 
ture,  orciie  habitual  to  him 5  and  hopes  to  bear  it  out  wit/; 

. ,  -  fufci! 
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fubtlety  of  contrivauce,  fpeaking  like  truth  To  artificially, 
that  his  Reader  is  to  believe  more  than  is  true,  and  it  ferves 
him  to  impofe  upon  them  whole  names  and  credit  he  bor¬ 
rows  to  co  ip  mend  him  5  and  for  a  referve  to  himfelf,  if  he 

It  is  true  that  Ux.  Oldenhurgh  and 
5r’  have  put  upon  Record  fome  great  performances  of 
Dr.  Wallis,  and  the  Reader  may  feem  obliged  to  relye  upon 
their  credit.  But  it  is  not  true  that  either  of  them  knew 
or  writ  any  thing  of  thole  matters,  but  what  was  put  into 
their  hands  by  Dr.  Wallis.  It  was  no  unlikely  or  incredible 
thing  to  confider  of  the  natural  and  moral  poffibility  of 
making  a  Dumb  perlbn  Ipeak.  But  it  was  not  true  that  Dr. 
Wallis  under  thole  circumftances  did,  or  could  deliberate 
about  that  poffibility.  It  was  like  truth,  but  it  was  not 
true,  what  he  fays  in  the  Transitions,  that  he  did  the  like 
for  another,  &c.  Except  by  doing  the  like 9  he  means,  ma¬ 
king  another  Ipeak,  who  could  have  fpoke  before*  But  its 
the  Nat.  Hifi.  of  Oxford-Jhire,  he  tells  a  more  demure  truth 
that  he  taught  Dumb  perfons  5  fo  he  did,  for  two  were  his 
Schollars.  But  did  either  Mr.  Popham  or  Mr.  Whale  ly  owe 
their  firft  fpeaking  to  him?  ‘Rather,  one  to  his  Nurle,  the 
'Other  to  Dr.  Holder.  But  Dr.  Wallis  defires  and  defigns  the 
world  would  be  fokind  as  to  be  cajoled  into  fuch  a  belief 
concerning  Mr.  Popham  5  and  the  rather,  fince  he  has  drawn 
lin  Mr.  Oldenhurgh  and  Dr.  Plot  (  till  they  were  better  in¬ 
armed)  to  believe  it,  and  prevailed  with  them,  to  fay  as 
'from  themlelves,  what  he  impofed  upon  them.  The  later 
of  thefe  lurvives,.  and  ’tis  not  doubted  hath  lo  much  inte¬ 
grity,  as  no  longer  to  Father  thofe  paffages  which  Dr.  Wallis 
•has  crowded  into  his  Book  5  but  will  do  right  to  the  Reader 
•and  himfelf  and  Dr.  Holder  on  all  occa lions. 
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THe  Reader  need  not  be  troubled  with  Dr.  Wallis Ss 
whole  Letter  to  Mr.  Boyle  in  thofe  Philofophical 
Transitions  of  July,  18.  1670.  p.  1087.  N-6 1.  But  is  here 
[prefented  with  a  touch  of  lu,ch  paffages  as  concern  this  affair.. 

And  firft,  Pray  Reader  or  Paffenger,  whatever  you  are 
about,  leave  it,  and  Iiften.  *> 


The  Contents. 

A  letter  of  Dr.  John  Wallis’s  to  Pxobert  Boyle  Efqs  con¬ 
cerning  the  faid  Doctor's  Effay  of  teaching  a  perfon  Dumb 
and  Deaf  to  fpea 4,  and  to  underjiand  a  Language  together 
with  the  fuccefs  thereof  made  apparent  to  His  Majefiy ,  the 
Royal  Society,  and  the  Vniverfty  of  Oxford,  &c* 

Title  of  the  Letter  in  the  fame  Page. 

A  Letter  of  Dr.  John  Wallis’s  to  Robert  Boyle  Efq\  con¬ 
cerning  the  faid  Doffors  Effay  of  teaching  a  Dumb  and  Deaf  - 
perfon  to  fpea and  to  underjiand  a  Language ,  together  with 
the  fuccefs  thereof  Which  Letter ,  though  written  many 
years  (tnce ,  was  but  lately  obtained  to  be  inferted  here 5  it  be - 
Lng  ejieemed  very  well  worth  to  be preferved  and  communicated 
for  public 4  ufe. 

THe  Reader  may  poffibly  refled  upon  the  Do&ors  va¬ 
nity  in  penning  this  out- cry,  but  it  was  but  part  vani¬ 
ty,  and  partdefign.  For  now.  who  can  believe  that  ever 
any  one  thought  of  this  before  Dr  .Wallis  made  this  Effay 
upon  Mr.  Whalely  }  and  fe  confidently  (hewed  and  boafted 
it  5  it  muft  be  presumed  that  this  was  the  firfi  Effay.  Efpecialiy 
confidering  what  follows  in  the  Letter  ,Page  iq88— I  thought 
rmy  felf  obliged  to  give  you  this  brief  account  of  that  whole  af* 
fair,  that  yon  may  at  once  perceive  as  well  upon  what  confide - 
rations  I  was  induced  to  attempt  that  work^%  and  what  1  did 
propofe  to  my  felf  as  feafthle  therein ,  as  what  fuccefs  hath 
hitherto  attended  that  Effay . 

Ibid .  Now  though  I  did  not  apprehend  either  of  thefe 
impoffble 7  £viz>  to  fpeak  and  to  underftand  a  language]]. 

JP.  1090.  Thefe  difficulties  ("of  which  I  was  well  aware J 
did  not  (o  far  dif courage  me  from  that  undertaking,  but  that  I 
did  ftill  conceive  it  polfible  that  both  parts  of  this  task  mioht 
be  effeaed. 

P.  1092.  To  thefe  fundamental  grounds  of  pojfibility  in 
nature,  I  am  next  to  add  a  Consideration  which  made  me 
think  it  morally  pojfible,  that  is,  not  impojjible  to  fucceed  in 
praUice.  P.  1093. 
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'  1. 1093.  My  next  inducement  to  undertake  it  was  the 
confideration  of  the  perfbn - represented  to  me  as  ingeni¬ 

ous  and  apprehenfive — could  have  fpoke  till  five  years 

of  age. 

P.  io^4.c  Having  thus  acquainted  you  with  thole  Confide - 
rations  which  induced  me  to  attempt  it. 

Ibid.  Though  I  did  believe  that  much  more  is  to  be  effected, 
than  is  commonly  thought  feafible  3  and  that  it  was  pojjible 
for  him  to  fpeak,  fo  as  to  be  underftood. 

Oxford  March  14,  1 66*. 


Tofifc.  p*  1098.  The  laid  Doftor  was  by  the  lame  A  {Terribly 
[Royal  Society^  encouraged  to  purfue  what  he  had  fo  inge- 
nioufiy  and  fuccefsfully  begun .  [Mod  eftly  faid  of  himfelf^. 

Ibid.  Nor  is  this  the  only  perfon,  on  whom  the  faid  Doffior 
hath  J hewed  the  ejfeEf  of  his  skilly  but  he  hath  (ince  done  the 
like  for  another  {a  young  Gentleman  of  a  very  good  Family 3 
and  a  fair  ejlate )  who  did  from  his  Birth  want  his  Hearings 
[meaning  Mr.  Pophamf  By  what  hath  been  (aid  before^ 
the  Reader  is  able  to  judg  of  the  honefty  of  this  laft  paflagec 
Mr.  Topham  did  indeed  from  his  Birth  want  his  Hearing,  but 
he  did  not  from  his  Birth  to  the  time  that  "Ox.  Wallis  began 
to  teach  him  want  his  Speech  5  but  this  is  contrived  to  make 
the  Reader  think  he  did. 


P.  1099.  He  commends  his  fmall  Treatife  De  Loqueia,  Gn 
confidence  of  which  he  durjl  undertake  that  difficult  tas 4 
Ibid.  Whether  any  fince  him  [that  is,  whether  Bifihop 
Wilkins ,  ox  Ox.  Holder,  as  he  explains  himfelf  in  Dr.  Plots 
Nat.  Hifi.  Oxford fiire,  p.  282.]  have  with  more  judgment 
and  accuratenefs  performed  the  fame,  I  will  not  take  upon 
me  at  all  to  determine,  [  very  moderately  exprefi .  but  your 
meaning  may  be  eafily  gueffedf 

°\ft7Ith  fomelort  of  men,  fimulation  anddifiimulation  are  00 
^  ^  fins.  Thefe  Confiderations  induced  him.  and  his  Treatife 
De  Loquela,  gave  him  confidence  to  dare  to  undertake  that 
difficult  task  3  but  not  a  word  of  any  inducement,  or  incou- 
ragement,  or  thought  of  the  poflibility  of  it,  from  his  ha* 
ving  feen  it  effected  but  two  years  before,  within  five  Miles 
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of  him,  his  Pleader  muft  not  know  of  that  5  and  poflibly 
Mr.  Oldenimrgh  did  not,  nor  Dr.  plot :  but  the  Do&or  knew 
it  full  well,  when  he  lent  that  fubtle  Letter  and  Poftlcript  to 
Mr.  Oldenburgh ,  and  plaid  the  lame  game  over  again  with  Dr. 
Plot.  And  in  the  Preface  before  the  fourth  Edition  of  his 
Enghfh-  G  rammar,  tells  the  Reader  that  it  was  from  hence, 
from  his  more  attentive  perpenlion  of  his  Treatife  of  the 
Formation  of  founds  ,[po  fiquam  attentius  perpenderam,  bine, 
C^e.^that'he  taught  two  Dumb  per  Ions  [plane  mutos'Jtofpeak. 

NO w  after  all, to  compound  this  matter,  though  Ot, Holder 
is  not  willing  to  allow  Dr.  Wallis  to  be  any  more  than 
an  Interloper  in  this  experiment,  and  refers  to  the  Reader  to 
judg  whether  the  faid  DoCtor  did  deal  bona  Fide  in  thole 
pompous  accounts  publilhed  on  this  affair  :  yet,  becaufe  Dr, 
Wallis  hath  fhewn  lb  much  dexterity  and  fine  contrivance  in 
attempting  to  be  foie  Author  of  this  effett }  Dr.  Holder  is  con¬ 
tent  fif  others  be  Co),  that  Dr.  Wallis  may  in  lieu  of  it  poffefs 
&  enjoy  that  glorious  Title  of  our  ENGLISH  ARCHIMEDES , 
;  Nat .  Hill.  Oxf.  p.  287. 

And  further.  If  Dr.  Wallis  (hall  think  fit  to  publifij  fiich- 
like  grave  Conliderations  about  the  Natural  and  Moral  pot 
fibility  of  contriving  glades  to  help  the  eye  to  fee  at  a  di- 
Itance,  and  to  difcern  (mall  bodies  at  hand :  or  of  letting  in  a 
frame,  Characters  fo  difpofed  and  ordered  under  a  Prels,  that 
by  them  a  thoufand  Books  may  be  wrought  off  in  the  time 
that  two  or  three  can  be  written,  with  many  other  advanta¬ 
ges  :  or  of  making  a  Powder,  which  being  fired,  (hall  have 
great  force,  and  perform  ftrange  things.  And  if  upon  thole 
Conliderations,  got  to  be  publilhed  in  the  Tranlaff  ions  with 
Poftlcripts,and  fubtle  Comments,  and  to  be  avouched  in  other 
Authors  i  diffembling  his  own  knowledg  of  any  fiich  matters 
before,  but  encouraged  thereto,  on  confidence  of  his  Book 
of  Mechanickj :  If  with  thele  and  other  like  Artifices,  he  can 
attain  to  be  thought  the  firft  inventor  of  Telelcopes,  Micros 
copes,  Printing,  Guns  and  Squibs,  which  he  may  better  hope 
to  effeCt,  fitice  the  Authors  of  thole  Inventions  are  dead,  and 
will  certainly  be  filent  and  quiet ;  Dr.  Holder  promifeth  not 
to  concern  himlelf  to  undeceive  the  world,or  ftrip  the  DoCtor 
of  any  part  of  that  Glory,  providedbe  deal  more  fairly  bere¬ 
ft  er  about  the  Deaf  and  Dumb. 


